
Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance
in a Post Covid-19 World

No one knows for sure how our world will change as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, but there will be 

changes. In the short term, as the United States starts 
to re-open facilities, we need to prepare for additional 
building entry procedures.

Security will likely include temperature taking and 
health screening questions. Service, maintenance, and 
inspection personnel need to be provided with masks, 
gloves, and other PPE. Disinfectant wipes will need to be 
added to toolboxes so that after touching the fire control 
panel it can be disinfected.

Gone are the days when a crew can easily access a 
building and have free roam of the stairwells to access 
sprinkler system valves. Bottom line, property owners 
and occupants will want to limit the number of outsiders 
entering their buildings, limit the areas of the building they 
access, and limit the amount of time they will be on site.

The fire protection industry can’t let interruptions to 
inspecion, testing, and maintenance undermine long-
term fire sprinkler system integrity. That will mean using 
products that ease the time service contractors need to 
be on site and the areas they need to access.

Although developed to solve other system-related issues, 
AGF Manufacturing has products to address concerns of 
a post COVID-19 environment.

AGF developed the RemoteTEST inspector’s test over 15 
years ago. Its original goal was to make the process of 
testing a system easier and faster. Its primary application 
has been institutional, high security, and limited access 
facilities like higher education, hospitals, and laboratories.

For a post COVID-19 world, RemoteTEST allows testing 
from a single specific location, significantly limiting the 
amount of access a technician will need within a facility. 
And with some existing fire control panel capabilities, 
testing could even be initiated off site at off hours.
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The Accessory

AGF is dedicated to developing products based on real life challenges 
experienced by those in the field. This year, AGF introduces a few new 
variations based on feedback from the industry.

Smaller Grooved TESTanDRAIN
AGF’s Model 2511A TESTanDRAIN is now available in smaller grooved 
sizes. Now available in 1”, 1¼”, and 2” groove x groove connections.

The recently introduced PURGEnVENT product line was 
designed to reduce internal pipe corrosion by eliminating 
trapped oxygen.

Its original goal was to make systems last longer. In a post 
COVID-19 world, PURGEnVENT will reduce internal pipe 
corrosion and, as a result, system failure will be reduced. 
Less failures equals less required emergency service. Less 
emergency service equals less outside technicians needing 
access at inopportune times and potentially sensitive or 
disruptive locations.

AGF developed and have expanded the 
COLLECTanDRAIN product line to solve the issue caused 
by dry system failures due to collected condensation 
related freeze and breaks.

In a post COVID-19 world COLLECTanDRAIN (and more 
specifically the Model 5400 and 5500) can safely reassign 
the task of auxiliary drain maintenance to a facility’s own 
inside personnel. The auxiliary drains will be protected 
from freezing, and the facility’s internal maintenance staff 
will be alerted when they need attention.

AGF also makes versions of COLLECTanDRAIN that can 
completely automate the emptying of auxiliary drains, 
eliminating the need for access altogether. An auxiliary 
drain that protects itself from freezing and alerts when it 
needs attention significantly reduces the risk of a system 
failure. Less failures equals less required emergency 
service, and less emergency service equals less outside 
technicians needing access to a facility.

Maintaining Fire Safety in a Post COVID-19 World

A reliable, functioning fire sprinkler system is just as 
important to keeping the people inside a building safe as 
is the current emphasis on hand washing, wearing a mask, 
and maintaining social distancing. Clear communication 
between fire sprinkler service contractors and facility 
managers is the best way to keep everyone in this 
equation safe. AGF Manufacturing already has a number of 
products that can help address concerns of on-site labor 
times and access when keeping facilities protected in a 
post COVID-19 world.

To purchase AGF products for your facility, contact one of 
our distributors.

AGF Introduces New Products
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Why should I use an air vent? What is the purpose?

NFPA 13 (2016) standard requires the use of one air 
venting valve per system. PURGEnVENT Air Venting 
Valves help reduce corrosion in the fire sprinkler pipe and 
help extend the life of your system by removing air.  Water, 
steel, and air must be present for corrosion to occur.

How many air vents do I need?

NFPA 13 7.1.5 states that a single air vent with a 
connection conforming to 8.16.6 shall be provided on 
each wet pipe sprinkler system built with metallic pipe. 
A system is defined as a piping assembly having a floor 
control valve, check valve, drain valve, and flow switch.  A 
multistory building, depending on the size of the building 
and system design may have separate systems, by 
definition, on each individual floor (8.2.4.1) all being feed 
by a single supply riser.

Do I need to pipe PURGEnVENT to a drain?

No. There is no requirement to pipe an air vent, automatic 
or manual, to a discharge.

Do I have to send CORRinSITE in for analysis?

No. If CORRinSITE’s sight glass turns orange, you simply 
subtract the install date from the current date to determine 
how fast it took for 0.040 pipe wall (1/3 of the thickness 
of schedule 10 and 1/5 of the thickness of schedule 40) 
to be depleted. Based on that calculation and the age 
of the pipe in the system, additional inspections may be 
warranted. AGF recommends inspecting the system as 
soon as possible.

As the pipe wall is depleted, the pipe material is converted 
to iron oxide (rust) which settles in the sprinkler system. 
This can lead to reduced hydraulic performance and/or 
plugged sprinkler heads.

Frequently Asked Questions

New & Improved Universal 3-Way Valve
Our new and improved Model 7600 3-way 
valve is now:

• Heavy Duty 300 PSI rated

• Separate UL Listing

• Universal hand wheel position designed for 
more flexible installation

• Easy grip handle

Model 7600 is available by itself (660UA) or as part of select RiserPACK or 
TESTanDRAIN assemblies.

New RiserPACK Model 8611 Corner Riser
AGF’s new RiserPACK Model 8611 is a special corner mount for tight installation 
configurations to provide easier service/maintenance. It’s available in a test orifice 
range from 3/8” to K25 and 2”, 2½”, 3”, and 4” groove x groove connections.

To purchase these new products contact our distributors. Find a distributor by 
visiting http://www.agfmanufacturing.com/documents/distributors.html



To request training for groups of 15+ or to view a list of our upcoming webinars visit:

http://www.agfmanufacturing.com/documents/agfu.html

Why do I need pressure relief valve on my 
TESTanDRAIN valve?

Prior to the 2010 edition of NFPA 13, pressure relief valves 
were only required on grid systems and downstream of 
pressure reducing valves. The requirements regarding 
relief valves was changed with the 2010 edition of NFPA 
13, which added 7.1.2.1 and requires the inclusion of 
a pressure relief on all wet systems.  The intent of this 
addition by NFPA was to prevent pressure buildup in wet 

pipe systems, which can be caused by external forces like 
solar heating, from exceeding the working pressure of the 
system components.  It is not a requirement of NFPA that 
the relief valve be located on the TESTanDRAIN valve, but 
some AGF TESTanDRAIN and Inspector’s test valves were 
designed specifically to accommodate this requirement 
and provide the contractor with an easy and convenient 
installation location and method of draining a relief valve.

AGFU Remote Training Available for ICC or NICET Credits for Groups of 15+. 
AGFUniversity is offering free remote training for ICC or NICET credits. For groups of 
15+, we can schedule a custom webinar on topics like air vents and corrosion, freeze 
protection, facility fire sprinkler system maintenance tips, and more. Webinars can be 
a quick way to brush up on your AGF product knowledge and receive CEU credits.

NICET Recognized

Training Provider


